
     Parish Council – Minutes 

       November 19, 2020, 6:30 pm via Zoom 

Present: Paul Peterson (Chair), Father Steve Brice, Deacon Rick Letto, Bob Ostrowski, Chet Przybylski, 

Ginny Williams, Vern Schroth, Dave Rosenthal, Joanna Slattery, Susan Zach (secretary) 

Excused: Bill Fehrenbach (checked in for visit before meeting), Justine Brilowski, Imelda Horvath 

 

I. Opening Prayer for Those in a Pandemic 

II. Minutes approved as written 

III. 2021 Parish Calendars 

A. Meeting calendar approved, with a few date adjustments 

B. Parish Council Elections in spring 2021 

After much discussion, it was determined that those on the Council whose terms will be 

ending in 2021 are Ginny Williams, Bill Fehrenbach, and Joanna Slattery. (Casey Davis 

resigned a year early but his seat was not filled.) 

Ginny is in her second term on the Council so she will come off the Council in 2021. 

Joanna can run for a second term, if she chooses to do so. Bill took the remaining term 

of Kevin Weinfurter, which expires this coming year.  

 

Susan will check the old PC Minutes to verify this and will send information based on 

this to everyone on the Council. 

IV. Navigating the pandemic 

A. Members first shared information about their own health, their families’ and friends’ 

health, and their individual approaches to keeping themselves safe during the 

pandemic. These run the gamut from continuing to teach under very stressful 

circumstances, “pushing the limits” while recognizing the risks, seeing the political 

divide that wearing masks and other precautions have created, observing stay-at-home 

orders and recommendations because of age and the understanding that getting ill with 

Covid affects others, including healthcare workers. Many now know people who have 

gotten the virus. In spite of this, many Americans are not patient people who find it hard 

to take preventive measures to stop the spread of the illness. 

 

Father shared that several of our parishioners have Covid-19, so the reality of the virus 

is very much with us. In addition, he said that four pods at the Pacelli Early Child Care 

Center had to be closed because of exposures.  

 

Consensus of the Parish Council:  the pandemic is present in our midst. We wish to 

address it thoughtfully and in an informed way within our parish. 

 

B. Parish status financially (Vern) 

Our collections for the year are $ 12,700 below what we budgeted. 

At the same time, our expenses are also below budget by $ 11,371.  

                   This includes our ministries and salaries (especially benefits). 



Therefore, in total, our revenues minus expenses come to just $ 1,500 below budget. 

We are managing OK with our checking account and have not touched our savings. 

The Building/Renovation Fund continues to do very well. 

 

C. Return to Phase I practices at Holy Spirit Parish 

In-person daily Masses and non-essential gatherings are canceled due to rising Covid-19 

case numbers. For now, in-person weekend Masses will continue with up to 70 in 

attendance (the same criterion for funerals). Masks must be worn and social-distancing 

observed. All else will be done virtually. 

 

Why keep the in-person Masses which have the largest attendance? (Ginny)  

Father Steve replied that there is a strong push by some in the parish for the in-person 

Masses to continue, and at the same time many precautions are being taken to ensure 

people’s safety. Daily Masses in-person were discontinued because many who attend 

those Masses are elderly and therefore more at risk. 

 

Weekday and weekend on-line Masses will continue as they are now. Beginning in 

Advent these will be available on Youtube rather than on Facebook. With Youtube, 

people do not need to have accounts to link in (Paul). 

 

Parish Council members are in support of our current practices, but we agree that we 

need to continue to monitor them as state and local public health reports come in 

regarding the surge in the virus. 

 

V. Renewal of Parish Commitment to Alpha 

Father introduced the Alpha program and talked about how Alpha could fit into our parish 

vision for the future. Alpha is an 11-week nationally-known, small group religious education 

program that has been meeting at our parish for a year. Father has found that among the 

participants at Holy Spirit, trust has grown and hearts have opened, allowing the Spirit to 

enter. 

Two sessions of 32 people (4 groups of 8) have been held. The small groups meet one 

evening a week from 6 – 8 pm to share a meal, watch a film, and to discuss. Sessions will 

again be offered in spring and fall 2021. Some participants are anxious to take the course 

again. There is no cost for the program, except for a free-will offering for the evening meal. 

 

Council members heard moving testimonies from four of the first group of participants:  

Gayle Phillip, Karalyn Peterson, and Sue and Steve Bergin. 

 

Gayle, a religious ed teacher for over 30 years, stated that Alpha has strengthened her own 

faith and strengthened her connections with other adults in the parish. 

Karalyn enjoys the fact that Alpha includes people with a diversity of perspectives and 

backgrounds, including some raised in the Catholic faith and others who are relatively new 

to it. 



Steve finds Alpha very thought-provoking and it inspires him to look deeper into aspects of 

the faith that many can take for granted. 

Sue enjoys the conversations she now has with others from the small group about their faith 

and deeper, more substantial issues.  

Consensus of the Parish Council is that the Alpha program should be a high priority at Holy Sprit 

Parish and that we would like to see the program grow over the coming three years and beyond. 

One member suggested that one group be specifically for families with young children so that 

childcare could be available (Joanna). It was further suggested that perhaps early childhood 

majors at UWSP could be brought in to provide this care.  

Small faith groups formed at Newman Parish in the 1990s, and they were largely made up of 

families with small children where childcare was provided by the host (Dave).  

Opportunities for adult religious ed are important in our parish, a sort of CCD for adults! At 

Newman Parish an adult ed class was held at the same time as the children’s religious ed classes 

on Sunday mornings at Pacelli high school, and a sense of a small faith group formed among its 

members who watched a film or discussed various readings on a particular theme for the 

semester (Susan). 

If other sub-groups of Alpha want to form, in addition to groups with small children, it is 

important that they be connected to the bigger movement to keep the integrity of the program 

in place (Ginny). It is important too for small groups to interact and mix with other parishioners 

so that our overall goal of making our parish a more caring and Christ-like community of people 

be achieved (Susan). 

VI. Our next Parish Council meeting will be December 17 at 6:30 pm (with time at 6:00 pm for 

informal visiting). The meeting will continue to be held via Zoom. 

 

VII. Closing prayer by Deacon Rick Letto, 8:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


